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Mrs. Carol Brickley, 1988-2000
What a privilege to teach at Christa McAuliffe Elementary from 1988 
to 2000!

My fondest memories of the first years at Christa McAuliffe 
Elementary include:

*Principal Mr. Jerry Christian creating a very caring attitude among 
that initial staff, formulating our Mission Statement, opening a 
sparkling new building, seeing the "Silver Falcon" on the gymnasium 
wall for the first time, and watching the REAL falcon fly to the top of 
the bell tower as soon as the falconer let it go!

*Asking various 5th grade students to model our mascot Silver Falcon 
costume, hand crafted by Judith Smith of the Greeley Sign Co., and 
then surprising the 5th graders by wearing it myself once.

*Collaborating with expert primary teachers like Mrs. (Sharman) 
Wurst and Mrs. (Jill) Norris.

*Making history come alive for students by enacting characters for the 
Women in History Project. I wore full clad mail armor (from a 
museum) posing as Joan of Arc. Mr. (Toby) Layden wore a yellow 
dress, wig, and high heels portraying Corazon Aquino, a dignitary from 
the Philippines. What a good sport!!







Joseph Lee, 2001-2007
I am finishing up school in December, 
graduating from the Colorado School 
of Mines. After school, I am headed to 
Gillette, Wyoming to work as a Mine 
Engineer for Peabody Energy at the 
North Antelope Rochelle Mine. Some 
of the best memories I had at 
McAuliffe were spending time after 
school in my mom’s classroom, and 
causing trouble with my best buddy 
Michael Grant. 







Ashley Miller, 1988-1995

I was one of the speakers for 
kindergarten when the school opened.  

I also gave the same speech my fifth 
grade year. My class was the first to go 

Kindergarten-Fifth grade.







Kirbie Huwa, 1998-2004
I currently reside in San Diego, 

California where I do biomedical 
research for the Department of 
the Navy. My love for science 

began in third through fifth grade 
when I had the opportunity to 
dissect various animals. This 

allowed me to learn first-hand 
about the different organs and 
systems in these animals that I 

had read about in class. 







Nicole Cousins
I graduated 5th grade in 2004, and went 
to Heath before graduating from 
Greeley Central in 2011 and attending 
the University of Arizona. I got my 
degree in Broadcast Journalism from U 
of A and am currently the morning 
news anchor for the ABC station in 
Lincoln, NE. I have a lot of wonderful 
memories from McAuliffe, but some of 
my favorites were the snail olympics in 
4th grade and serving as student body 
president in 5th grade!









Morgan Miller, 1999-2004
I live in Denver, Co. where I work as a 
Registered Nurse in the ICU at the Denver 
Veteran’s Hospital.  Some of my best 
memories at McAuliffe are learning about 
science and doing dissections.  This helped 
spark my desire to learn more about science 
and go to nursing school. Now, I use my 
advanced skills in science and love to help 
Veteran’s in my daily career.







Michael Lee, 1997-2003

I live in Denver, CO where I work as a Drilling 
Engineer for Anadarko. Some of my best 
memories at McAuliffe were in my 4th grade 
math group where I learned to love math. 
Now, in my job, I apply advanced 
mathematics and physics to design and drill 
oil and gas wells in both Colorado and Texas. 









Carley Ulibarri
I was always that kid that HATED running the 
mile, but now I’m a triathlete, runner, PE 
teacher that tries to convince everyone else 
that being active is AWESOME! The other 
person pictured on the right hand side with 
me is Claire Rumery, who is also a Christa 
McAuliffe alum that now teaches at Windsor 
high too! My favorite memories of Christa 
have to be music with Mr. Beckman. One of 
the most amazing elementary teachers, 
among many amazing others at Christa 
(Mueller, Beeman, Riley, Grant).







Danielle Rutz, 1995-2001

My favorite memory was participating in 
Field Day. I loved competing for the first 
place ribbons, especially in the mile run.
I am currently a First Grade teacher at 
McAuliffe :)









Kimberly Corban, 1991-1997
Kimberly’s favorite memories of attending 
Christa McAuliffe Elementary include her 
time spent with friends, serving on Student 
Council, enjoying Field Days, and helping to 
emcee the talent show.
Kim currently travels nationally as a 
motivational speaker and crime victim 
advocate. She co-hosts the Life As She 
Knows It podcast on iTunes and is preparing 
to give her first TED Talk in December.

https://www.facebook.com/S-Christa-McAuliffe-STEM-Academy-1107339826003950/inbox/?mailbox_id=1107339826003950&selected_item_id=708436136








Kyle Huwa, 1996-2002

I live in Washington D.C. where I am the 
Communications Director for our local 
Congressman, Ken Buck. More than 
anything, my years at McAuliffe sparked 
intellectual curiosity and instilled a desire 
to help people. These values carried 
through to the present, inspiring my work 
in public service and policy. 









Preston Tappy

US Coast Guard since 2010 stationed in 
California, North Carolina, Alabama, and 
currently Massachusetts. Sensor operator 
conducting search and rescue and counter 
narcotic operations from South America to the 
Northern Atlantic-Student of Jodee Mueller.









Craig Corban, 1993-1999

Craig’s favorite memories of attending Christa 
McAuliffe Elementary include making lifelong 
friends and countless days playing with them 
on the playground. He really liked all of his 
teachers, but was especially fond of Mrs. 
Watson and Mr. Gerk. Craig is the CEO and 
Co-Founder of LEADFARM, a New Age 
Marketing Agency that services businesses 
throughout the U.S.









My favorite things about attending McAuliffe 
are the friends I made and still have, having my 
two favorite teachers to this day, Mrs. Vierow
and Mr. Gerk, and having my kids follow in my 
falcon footsteps and attending McAuliffe. I 
currently work at McAuliffe in the Special 
Education Department.

Delaney Sasso, 1991-1996
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